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Topic: Long Distance Forum - September 7, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 8:01 pm ET:

1. Welcome and opening remarks — Ali Hall.
2. Rules Discussion — Jim Davidson and Alana Aubin.
e LD-1:

o Question — What is the background/thinking behind merging open water and the
long distance committee? Answer — In 2010, the OWC was created at the
demands of the LDC which at that time had too much on its plate and the work
was overwhelming. LDC was to deal with rules and run the long distance
championships. OWC was to develop and create open water opportunities. In
recent years, the OWC has felt that, justifiably, much of its work was being done
by the NO and so a year ago, a trial run to streamline the functions of both
committees together was undertaken. This trial run was successful and so
reintegration is recommended.

e LD-2:

o Question - If we're defining things, why is this not in the glossary? Answer —
Because last year someone noted that this item is only mentioned in this context
so it made more sense to define it in part 3.

o Question — Other parts of the rulebook do mention various forms of “host”. Answer
— perhaps a more generalized version of “host” which could apply to all events
including pool, long distance, open water, and epostal could be added to the
glossary as a definition.



e LD-3:

o Question - Suggest an addition to 306 to add “long distance”. Answer — Will be

taken into consideration.
e Other Discussion ltems:

o Question — Member suggests an addition to epostal events to allow non-
conforming events. Answer — Nothing in the rulebook prevents these, they just
don’t come under LDC jurisdiction.

o Question - A member has made an analysis of the differences between USMS,
USA, and FINA open water rules which may be necessary for review and
consideration of revision of our rules to attempt to get some continuity between the
governing bodies. Answer — This is a pet project of several committee members
and would love to discuss further to get some further input on prioritizing changes.

3. Closing comments — Ali Hall.
e Thank you all for your helpful input, comments, and discussion. Please note this meeting
has been recorded and will be available for re-review.
e Thank you to Alana and Jim for their hard work and commitment to the long distance rules
changes.
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